Mock Printz Award Group
Book club members are invited to read books from the potential Printz Award titles for the
January book club meeting. After the book discussion, each member will vote anonymously for
three books, ranked 1st through 3rd for their Printz Award selection. Points will be awarded for
each ranking—4 for 1st, 3 for 2nd, 2 for 3rd. Points will be tallied to determine the ultimate Mock
Printz Award winner, as well as the Honor Books.
The meeting will take place at our regular Young @ Heart book club meeting time, January 8th,
2015 at 7pm at the Prairie West Library.
The Printz Award is given annually by the American Library Association’s Young Adult Library
Service Association division at the ALA Midwinter Conference in late January. One award
winning title is selected along with four honor books.
Book Titles
Any book published in the United States in 2014 is eligible for the Printz Award. The book titles
listed below are those that have Printz potential. Book titles can be put on hold through the
Siouxland Libraries website www.siouxlandlib.org, by phone 605.367.8700 or by email
prairiewestlibrary@siouxfalls.org. A limited number of the book titles will be set aside for the
group, so if you have trouble getting your hands on a specific book please don’t hesitate to
contact Jeri, the book group leader, at prairiewestlibrary@siouxfalls.org.

Impossible Knife of
Memory
by Laurie Halse Anderson

Noggin
by John Corey Whaley

Grasshopper Jungle
by Andrew Smith

Belzhar
by Meg Wolitzer

She Is Not Invisible
by Marcus Sedgwick

Vigilante Poets of Selwyn
Academy

by Kate Hattemer

We Were Liars
by E. Lockhart

The Family Romanov
by Candace Fleming

This One Summer
by Mariko Tamaki

Brown Girl Dreaming
by Jacqueline Woodson

100 Sideways Miles
by Andrew Smith

Glory O’Brien’s History
of the Future
by A.S. King

Criteria
What is quality? We know what it is not. We hope the award will have a wide AUDIENCE among
readers from 12 to 18 but POPULARITY is not the criterion for this award. Nor is MESSAGE. In
accordance with the Library Bill of Rights, CONTROVERSY is not something to avoid. In fact, we
want a book that readers will talk about.
Librarianship focuses on individuals, in all their diversity, and that focus is a fundamental value
of the Young Adult Library Services Association and its members. Diversity is, thus, honored in
the Association and in the collections and services that libraries provide to young adults.
Having established what the award is not, it is far harder to formulate what it is. As every
reader knows, a great book can redefine what we mean by quality. Criteria change with time.
Therefore, flexibility and an avoidance of the too-rigid are essential components of these
criteria (some examples of too-rigid criteria: A realistic hope - well, what about Robert
Cormier's Chocolate War or Brock Coles' The Facts Speak for Themselves? Avoiding complicated
plot - what about Louis Sachar's Holes? Originality - what about all the mythic themes that are
continually re-worked? We can all think of other great books that don't fit those criteria.)
What we are looking for, in short, is literary excellence.
All forms of writing—fiction, nonfiction, poetry, art, and any combination of these, including
anthologies—are eligible.

The following criteria are only suggested guidelines and should in no way be considered as
absolutes. They will always be open to change and adaptation. Depending on the book, one or
more of these criteria will apply:










Story
Voice
Style
Setting
Accuracy
Characters
Theme
Illustrations
Design (including format, organization, etc.)

For each book the questions and answers will be different, the weight of the various criteria will
be different.
The ALA press release announcing the winner should stipulate why the title has been chosen for
its literary excellence.
Eligibility
The award-winning book may be fiction, nonfiction, poetry or an anthology.
As many as four honor titles may be selected.
Books must have been published between January 1 and December 31 of the year preceding
announcement of the award.
To be eligible, a title must have been designated by its publisher as being either a young adult
book or one published for the age range that YALSA defines as "young adult," i.e., 12 through
18. Adult books are not eligible.
Works of joint authorship or editorship are eligible.
The award may be given posthumously provided the other criteria are met.
Books previously published in another country are eligible (presuming an American edition has
been published during the period of eligibility).
Titles that are self-published, published only in eBook format, and/or published from a
publisher outside of the US will not be considered eligible until the first year the book is
available in print or distributed through a US publishing house.
If no title is deemed sufficiently meritorious, no award will be given that year.

